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St. Joseph County Clerk and Auditor
The administrative of-

fices of St. Joseph Coun-
ty Clerk and Auditor are

up for election this year.

Both offices are limited

to two, four-year terms.

Clerk

Incumbent Democrat
Terri Rethlake is being
challenged by Republi-

can Aaron Troutmiller for

the office of St. Joseph
County clerk.

Rethlake is complet-
ing her first term as clerk

but began working in the

traffic and misdemeanor
division of the office in

Mishawaka in 1980. She
also served as St. Joseph
County recorder for 10

years. Troutmiller, who is

campaigning for the first

time for elected office,

manages a local branch
of Communitywide Cred-

it Union.

Troutmiller has called

for fiscal responsibility in

the clerk's office. He has
criticized Rethlake fol-

lowing recent State Board
of Accounts audits that

have shown a $3.6 mil-

lion difference between
the county's books and
account balances. Reth-

lake has said the problem
is not missing money, but

bookkeeping errors that

go back at least 10 years,

coupled with an outdat-

ed records system.

Rethlake says her of-

fice is working to dig-

itize records and she
has dedicated staff to

correcting bookkeeping
errors. She acknowledg-
es fixing the errors will

take time.

As a credit union man-
ager, Troutmiller said he
has the skills to manage
people, money and doc-

uments. He called for

improving technology,

making office operations

more transparent and
information easier to ac-

cess for the public.

We believe Troutmiller

has waged a troubling

campaign on social me-
dia and his Facebook
page, "Aaron Troutmiller

for St. Joe County Clerk."

Many of the posts and

comments Troutmill-

er makes on the page
are unfair and reflect

poor judgment by
someone seeking
public office. On one
occasion during the

campaign, Troutmill-

er notified reporters

of a news conference
and then failed to

show up. We are con-

cerned those traits would
not serve the public in-

terest if he held public

office.

In the interest of full dis-

closure. The Tribune and
its staff has been among
Troutmiller's targets. We
have put that aside and
weighed both candidates
on their merits.

Rethlake has said her

office is working to make
sure information from the

old computer system is

getting transferred to the

new system.

We believe that there

has not been enough
time to fix the problems
that Rethlake inherited.

She accepted responsi-

bility for the shortfalls in

Rethlake Troutmiller Hamann Arthus

performance.
That said, we expect

Rethlake to honor her

pledge to fix the prob-
lems. The Tribune en-

dorses Terri Rethlake.

Auditor

Republican Gerard Ar-

thus and Democrat Mike
Hamann are campaign-
ing for for St. Joseph
County auditor. Current
Auditor Pete Mullen has
reached the two-term
limit.

Hamann, a theology
teacher at St. Joseph High
School, has been the St.

Joseph County Council's

District A representative

since 2009.

Hamann is knowledge-
able about the workings
of county government
and has been a hard-

working representative

for constituents. He be-

lieves county depart-

ments must collaborate

in a time when budget
reductions are cutting

into basic services. Ha-

mann said he will be
more directly involved in

the day-to-day operations

of the auditor's office

and would like to build a
network of auditors from
around Indiana to help

address common issues

facing counties in Indi-

ana.

Arthus, a college in-

structor and director of

information technol-

ogy at National Col-

lege in Mishawaka,
was the Republican
nominee for county
treasurer four years
ago. Arthus says there

is a lack of transpar-

ency on the county
level and has been
critical of the coun-
ty's out-of-date tech-

nology. He's pledged to

donate his salary to pay
for an updated comput-
er system that is more
user-friendly to the tax-

paying public.

Arthus says by optimiz-

ing office operations first,

the county would not

have to consider other

options to increase reve-

nues. He also believes of-

fice staff should be better

utilized.

Hamann is experi-

enced on the issues fac-

ing elected officials and
county taxpayers. He
will bring a level-headed

and inclusive approach
to problem-solving. The
Tribune endorses Mike
Hamann.


